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Welcome to the first addition of our reading newsletter of this new academic year.

Through this newsletter you can find out what we're doing to promote reading across the school and
what you can do as parents and guardians to support your child with their reading.

How do teachers choose the book colour band for wmy child?

Children will have taken their star reader tests in school over the past couple of weeks. This is a computer based
test that measures a studewt’s reading ability through a series of 34 duestions. Every test for every child is
different, and the computer selects different questions for each child dependent on how well they answer +he
previous duestions, Essentially the computer adapts the test +o suit your child.

This is vot just a test of word reading, it is also a test of comprehension and understandivg.
Owce the star reader tests have been completed teachers are provided with an individual report for each child in
the class. Part of this report records the ZPD for your child. The ZPD is the information which tells the
teacher which colour reading band would best suit your child. The children are free o choose a book from their
colonred section.

Wnlike last vear, children have vow been given a

physical reading record. The colour vour child is
0.0t0 0.9 - St5.9 choosing is located v the frowt of their reading

record, where ou will also see a record of their
Lt019 - 61069 currevt reading agge.

The reading age is av estimate of a child's readivg
ability, v referevce to an average age at which a
comparable ability is foumd. €.9. if vour child has a
reading age of 13 vears, this means they have the
3103.0 810 8.9 readivg ability of an average 12 vear old. Reading age
does not always correlate with a child’s actual age.

2t02.9 7t07.9

4tods You may feel your child has been given a book which is

below that which you would expect. This normally
oceurs when the child’s understanding of the text does ot match to their word reading ability. Tdeas for
improving comprehension will be discussed in our vext newsletter.

T would suggest those children on higher levels such as red, silver or gold also choose from the purple/light blue
ravge so they do ot miss out on the selection of really super books which are oftew v this ravge.  WMany vew
releases are levelled as purple or light blue and it would be a shame o miss reading these.



Where does my child get their books and how often are they omw@ed
_ We are pleased to anmounce the library is open this year. T+ 2

has been reorgavised so children can wore easily locate books
and have space to enjoy reading for pleasure.

Books are scanned ont on the library system.

All children’s reading books are found in the library.

Classes have a weekly timetabled session o visit the library
and it is also opew from &.20-8.50 every morving for
children to select books.

It vou open the frout cover of the book you will see a sticker like +his one
Book Title
Author

Quiz vumber which the children will use to +ake their duiz after finishing
Amari and the Night Brothers B the book. See below.
Alston, BB Book level relates to the ZPD as shown on the chart above
Quiz Number: 240794 Points- We do not use this system at Northmead, some schools use points
Book Level: 49 to track avd taraet children’s reading
Points: B Tuterest level- The interest level attached +o the book indicates age aroup
Interest Level: appropriateness. Interest level is based on a book's content vcluding theme,
characterisation, and plot. The interest levels are based on the
recommendations of the publisher and/or literary book reviews by professional
orgavisations. To help you choose +the books most appropriate for your
children, Accelerated Reader books are divided into three interest levels:

o L\ (Lower Years, Ages 5-2)

o MY (Middle Years, Ages A-13)

o UY (Upper Mears, Ages 14 and above)
T most cases, a book's interest level coordinates with its book level. Many books however, have a low book
level but are appropriate for Upper Years and Vice versa. For example, Oscar, Cat About Town by James
Herriot and Noughts and Crosses by Walorie Blackman have a Book Level of 4.0 since both have short
sewtences and Vocabulary that is simple. Noughts and Crosses, is intended for older pupils therefore i+ is
Jm%wl as Upper Mears while Oscar, Cat About Town is m%cd as Lower Years.
The bar code on the sticker is the ndividual code +o scan out the book from the library.
Children are evcouraged o take respousivility for changivg their reading book when they veed +o. If vour child is
reading short phonic based books it is appropriate to read these wore than once before returnivg them +o the
library. They will probably veed to visit the library more than once a week. However, childrewn reading lovger
thapter books may ot veed to change their books for a number of weeks.

What happens when my child finishes a book?

when a child finishes their book they will have the opportunity in school to take a quiz about i+, Quizzes are
taken on the computer by logging v +o the accelerated reader website. Children are ouly able +o take these
duizzes n school.  Children will find the duiz vamber v the frowt of the books. Quizzes test the understanding
of what has beew read. For every dquiz passed, childrew receive a raffle ticket and are entered in +o a prize draw
at the end of the term.

Childrewn cawn +hew return their books o the library and get out something new +o read. I+ is important that
childrew return books as there is a limit on the wumber of books a child can get out at one time on +the library
system,



What is the accelerated reader word comnt?

Whew a child takes a quiz the computer calculates how many words were in the book they have read. This
number is added to the child’s personal word count. Over the year we have a number of children who reach a
million words read. This is celebrated in assembly and they receive a gold badge and certificate.

The words read also contributes to the class word count and there is a display in the library ndicating how many
words each class has read.

Come TO our
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and earn free books f

We will be running a book fair again this term. The
book fair will arrive on October 12t and stay with
us for a week. All children will have a chance to
visit the fair and then if they wish to purchase any
books these can be paid for online.

Look out for more details coming soon.

Miss Lewis, our reading lead, will be
holding a zoom online reading
workshop on Monday 11 October

Sav at 7pm. This is an opportunity to
t“e hear more about how the

accelerated reader system works
and what you can do as a parent to

\
Da“e 5 support reading at home.






